THE GREAT STATE

moments. Those who imagine that a well-devel-
oped country-side and a larger number of country
dwellers will necessarily mean the passing-away of
the rural solitude and peace of the woodland glade
and heathered hills, are needlessly in dread. In-
deed, under the Great State there will be less danger
to the sanctuary of the country-side than under the
present haphazard individualism which is produc-
ing Garden Cities and Garden Suburbs of to-day.
The levelling-up of education will tend to a stronger
desire to live near one's fellows rather than to es-
cape from them. Also, the manifold advantages
of co-operative housekeeping, with common kitchens
and dining-rooms and libraries and recreation-
rooms, will make most people hesitate before they
throw away these advantages for the sake of an
exclusive villa of the present suburban type. So it
may well come to pass that houses will be grouped
together, or built on the block system, even in the
country. When towns are built on healthier lines,
there will not be the same race to escape into a
rather unsightly chaos of straggling suburbs. So
the towns, on the whole, will tend to be more com-
pact. That means that the country will be more
preserved than even now. The Garden Suburb
will not be built when there is no urgent need for
cither a suburb or a garden; and that will be the
case when the town is a fit place of habitation, and
every one will have a share in the communal gardens
and be within easy reach of open country.
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